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Jesus stood before Pilate, the governor. Pilate asked H
im

, “Are You the K
ing of 

the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Yes, that’s right.” Then the religious leaders m

ade accusations 
against Jesus, but Jesus did not say anything.

Every year at Passover, the governor would free a prisoner—
whichever prisoner 

the people chose. At that tim
e, there was a prisoner nam

ed Barabbas who was very 
bad. So Pilate asked the crowd, “W

ho do you want m
e to set free? Barabbas or 

Jesus, who is called the M
essiah?”

The crowd answered, “Barabbas!”
Pilate asked, “Then what should I do with Jesus, who is called the M

essiah?”
The crowd answered, “C

rucify H
im

!”
Pilate’s soldiers took Jesus to the governor’s palace and gathered around H

im
. 

They took off H
is clothes and put a scarlet robe on H

im
. They m

ade a crown of 
thorns and put it on H

is head. Then they hit Jesus and m
ocked H

im
. 

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. They put a sign above H
is head that said: 

TH
IS IS JESU

S, TH
E K

IN
G

 O
F TH

E JEW
S. Two crim

inals were crucified next 
to H

im
.

From
 noon until three in the afternoon, darkness covered the land. Then Jesus 

cried out, “M
y G

od, M
y G

od, why have You forsaken M
e?” Jesus shouted again 

with a loud voice, “It is finished!” Then Jesus died. Jesus was buried in a rich m
an’s 

tom
b. A stone was sealed in front of the tom

b and Rom
an soldiers stood guard so 

that no one could steal Jesus’ body.

Christ Connection: W
e deserve to die because of our sin, but G

od loves us and kept 
H

is prom
ise to send a Savior. Jesus never sinned, but H

e died in our place. H
e was the 

blood sacrifice m
ade once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus rose from

 the dead 
on the third day, and those who trust in H

im
 have forgiveness and eternal life.

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about G
od or the gospel?

• W
hat does this story teach m

e about m
yself?

• Are there any com
m

ands in this story to obey? H
ow are they for 

G
od’s glory and m

y good?
• Are there any prom

ises in this story to rem
em

ber? H
ow do they 

help m
e trust and love G

od?
• H

ow does this story help m
e to live on m

ission better?
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•  W
hy didn’t Jesus fight back 

against the people who hurt H
im

?
•  W

hy is it strange that the soldiers 
m

ade fun of Jesus’ saying H
e was 

a K
ing?

•  W
hat happened when Jesus died? 

H
ow did the disciples feel?
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